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The Children’s Charter was adopted as a set of national goals by the White House Conference on Child Health and Protection in
1930. The Conference had prepared 31 wlumes of technical findings and recommendations covering every conceiveable childhood
concern from prenatal care and a safe environment during childhood to expanded educational opportunities and the promise of health
care for the physically and mentally handicapped. Realizing that the public would have a hard time understanding such detailed
recommendations, President Hoover urged the preparation of the Children’s Charter to summarize the Conference’s more important
recommendations and to solicit public support for state and local efforts to make the recommendations a reality. (Follow-up
conferences were held in most states and medium and large-sized cities.) To read the Children’s Charter is to realize how much has
been accomplished as a result — and to re-dedicate ourselves to fulfill its pledge in our time.
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"The Children’s Charter

FEESIGENT HOOVER'S WHITE HOUSE CONFEI

02 CHILD HEALTH ARD PROTECTION
CITIZEREHIF

REFCE
RECOCHITING THE EIGHTS OF THE CHILD: AS THE FIRET FICHTS aF
PLECGES ITES1F T3 THESE AIMS FOR THE CHILDIREN OF AMERICA
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THE CHILDREN'S CHARTER

- The {=ildren's Charter, 1ike s house is tuilt on o foundaties,
with parte shich PA4 1iks brdcks snd stofed, sna ints snother.

Shean beleka and pioces Tepraset tha thoughts, the bopsa;, the
suaconalal saperisents of many pecple wha kave worked for the good of dhild-
ren. While tha Charbsr say Anes te have tawen form quickly, fullewlng the
Tadte Mouse Confaranoe on Ghild Healil and Protagtics, and @ ba the axpres-
wipa of thit Confermnps, rmlmr;-:: ﬂ%nm&prum&lm i

= ‘bess taking ahape ovor & P i a pratantive peren
hasd af tha ages = n paresthcod wa lenger nolaly porsooal, but ropldly be-
comieg commmmsl and cooparablve.

Tha steses and brisks that caks up the struckire of the Chrtes
pay be taken spart, sonlysed:

THE FOPROATION OF THE CHARTER lise in the firsk and last pars-
graphss +

That “the rights of the chlll? nre recogmized

A Bthe firat vights af eltfsenshipg® snd

That thess righis ave "for ewvery child, Teperd-
lesn of imce; or ciler, or pliuaties, sharaver
he =ay live under the protegiles of lie Anari-
emn Flag. "

This is & recogniticn that caly as we push sor desccrany back to ihe wery
mmmt—wuumdm—m“mmhwm.#

Potnt T Cluins the right of evory child to; Bplritual ond pogul
] ggmisisg, wiih tke pim of tuilding sireng charaster.

pl The natizre of sach training caenct easily bo defined in
concsute berms, bak this lsplies as the basle sewl of evary
child the purture of his spiritual ond sl belsy in the
maca eqention with %6 phyaicn]l and memtal. Filk moch re-
Anforpement of the iodividusl, pocinl pregrean is assured.

Claira the L of svery child Sa: and tes
e :!’d.tmt. wWhizh maksn Tgrmal
r frem nll otner indis in tha vhols fabris of seslaty.

This implios the sefegosrding of hie individus] entity frem

w an impinging edalt world sd Tequires o gver—ino
inowledge of child Life ond cecds on the part of thoes wha
. deal with his,
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A MEALYSIE

Elal=s o right of every ehild tor Love s=d the pesurity
of parsntal cars, or its mparset ponsible mabtitube,

This implies tho skseatial mepd of boms and faadly 1ifs in
the dovelopoent of the child, and for childrem deprived of

jarentsl care, s fosber hosa shivh sebetdiotan that esre)
with instititions resdjusted te spprosch the idsal of the
Aedividanl bees,

2:[" tha rl;htbu{i::;rr ehild tar fer 1ife

at bicih; and fop svery Ereearailea
an@ lifa ead protection ngeiret Sresceasacy
hapards in ehitd-beaping.

This deplisa ssbernal snd dnfent bpglens, prenatsl elinios,
with public hoalts matermity mroes, entersity hospital
fasilities, md sduontiom of phyalsisns, sidwiven, and tha
grneral publio to standards of chatelrle cares

Cluiza the right of every cidld to: Haslth i
hia hosg, in the pchecl ha attends, snd Ij the in
whdch he 1ives.

This calls for (a8 nl.tld..t! ko Charter)s Pericdieal
bealth orsaisationa; sare of ppeedalists and hasplinl trsat-
seat shasw Seeded) nml.‘lurdmtu mrisimition md enro of
teekk; protestive ond preventive censores aguinst commnd-
eakle dissmnspy tho inmring of pure food, purs milk, pare
weter. It laplies, mapplecentiacy b the rervices of the
privats phyniolan and destist: selool health servics; tha
susmar=round-ap [esasination snd oorTeatica of defesta af
yrung <hdldrma belera entering pohool)i p-nnu, Beloaln,
and p‘hl.i.o health suthorities equipped with ths imoviedge
and the facilities of =cdem protsctive :hulih BORFTE

mhmtﬂmqu Frosotics of heslth,
fsalth lestraotion, and sholssose pecreatism.

This implies, ot hooe and &% achool, & regise of health and
training im health babltis) peresta, teazhera, ph-i.ul. wdu—
cation lesders inatructsd in matritios snd the laws exd
practices of health ke dizsct kimp play facilitles snd lead-
orshidp.

Tlafms the right of every shild fo
fop £

providss g fer his safuty) f;ngrh
WROy; sSpace e bo play) &nd, Aa it provides for
hia bedy, provides nlso for his antestic mature, beauty and

such things = boolss, pletured, =3alc - an feed and nourlsh Lt.
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. Thie impliss a breadiming of

A% aRALYEIZ

Clalss the right of every child tos A schas] ssviporoent
miiumed fur pantestion, gofotr, md cosfert.

Tetia implise preper hesting, lighting,and veatilsiion, with
pehool benchas, stairs, and ather equipsent properly andm-
wi; the extension of worssry schools ssd klsdergartens.

Claina the Tight of every ehild to: A pemmuplty sviseesint
which provides for kis needs.

Thin d=plieny poning to insars peotestics and restristles
of spaldentinl psgiions; provision for pley plaoes snd To—
creatica fooilities; fer parkn, liboeried, snd mseeas;
wmﬂﬂmmmwm.mﬂnmt
of wigw of soral and physisal well-baleg.

Cloims the right of every child tes m%%
ﬁumugmmmmmhm
for surnieg,

Thia impliss mm edneefiensl gystes 5o flaxible that it 2an
recognize and siapt 1tsell to the individuel diffarencen
among childrn instand of trying to meld ihass differsnces
d=he o sisgle patborn; &5 edusatien squipped with sental
tarts, nod tsachors do trained as to detact snd paide indl-
m.iquwnlmnulnﬂ:mﬂ; and with sack courses
wnd coungal a3 W11 prepars his fer o setdafying vocatlos.

Claims the right of ewery cxild tor  dn sduceilen waich
eryperstion for the oblifatlcaa
of parenthed, Lifs, sod
for parents, ab tho struley i
Eoepara then for Enipenalbility,

currieals with o mew
pphnais o= subjects whizh pertain to thase sssentinl
piagga of 1ife. Tt isplies an extanaicn mnd reinforoesest
af a1l tha rapidly devsloplng channels of eduit cdusaties.

Claims tha right of every eiild tot Safely from pesidente,
4o bleanlf asito bds paTemts.

This implise further sducailcn to add to his pelf-protec—
tion) inoreseed sufepuasds te keep pace with the rapldly

incrossing hasards of modern 1ifo; and sdepets protective
leglulation,

(atisn the rifht of overy hasdizapped child to1 Fias right=
[il afgcation, dsvelopment, gnd profsctios.
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W KARLTETE

Thie ieplies an axpansion nf progsu=n alresdy begun in
fuvarsd nvens and nn extenados of thosa prograss ta places
whiEn tEay 40 et yui sxist, previding fer sarly discovery,
diegropic, trest=ent, hasaital eed inntituticnsl care wWATT
naeded; Lor brosd extensies of edusation for thoss dhildren
who pre othes skam pormsl, with special lnstraction,
special ¢lasgen, opaaial schoala, amd adequats woeatdannl
tralning and gu ; legislation to provide public funds
for such merelees when not otherwlss aubaldizsd) sed, sdo-
eatdan of the pobiliz to the potenilaliblss of the handl-
oapped

Eladss the Pight of toe child, hitherto jmow as dnlieguent,
tas nd busans Sreatasnt,

This impliss & study of thoss preblesa =hich pesduce delin-
quenay exasdnsiles into and revielon of ke Juvendle omurt
snd probaticn systess, md a onifed front on the part of
the hoss, the pohool, the chureh, smd ey crgenizstlona
eomcprned with youth, 4o esshat tha canses of dali=quency.

mu:u-mhttrmdxu&hm m:ﬂl,ﬂ:m‘ﬁw
apainay dppendengy Zard e L
mm

This n sridety dorza of ite respeaeibllity to
safeponrd thildres theough sconoale profectlen of thoir
parentn and export study of tho gsuwes of unespleyment.

Claims the Thght of every ehdld ta:  Progestlon from lsber
Bufers his full apen gf ghildhosd 16 TSChils

Thin deplinn strong educatlesal laws, sachizery to rego-
lnta tie conditdens wsder which youth works, sad sirength-
aning of the whole vacational progees.

Gloizn the right of the rurel child tor Henlih protectien
#2d paltural snd sociel sdvaningug,

Thie d=plies, peinarily, better roada asd eesnn of coa-
mnication; better sohool Bousen snd pquipsent, snd boibes—
trained .5 tetter-pald teachera) sotennlon ef pebilic
health ond recrentise  sarvices, of libracles, clubs, sed
other sultarsl and pocdel dnfiusnces to rarel Aress.

and groups
which kave aprung np fo mupplussst his mchoal in thi
mlding of yogth snd s peovldi=g for peuth's intarests.
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AH ASALFELS

Ogganizationn  Thie lspliss the seed to avaluats and soordinats the [UOLres
1

af theas organizatimnn, to extend them fo fapther npafitlanes,

Hone ond Gohogl sed te prosate in cwmmmitles the fanilities for thelr acti=

vitlas.

o need of the sachinery in disislets, gouniles, and
ﬁ_ﬂg’.ﬂﬁm mm“ 1818 to oarry cut thass healis and wolfase righto ke
Falfare dined in the Chnrior. Those pervicas are aposifisally sen-
Raghinecr tioned. ]
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